
French IV/CCP Course Study 

 

Course Description 

French IV in an intensive course which will build on what you have learned in French I - III with 

the goal of furthering your knowledge of the French-speaking, or Francophone, world through 

increasingly complex listening, speaking, reading, and writing activities. Through the study of 

grammatical concepts and in-class use of the structures introduced in the text, you will gain a 

more in-depth understanding of French grammar, of how to read authentic texts in French, and 

how to express yourself orally in increasingly advanced ways in French. Successfully 

completing this course will require daily study outside of class in order to prepare you for active 

participation in class. 

  

Course Objectives 

+Advance your oral competence in French through the topics covered by the text and utilizing 

the grammatical structures taught in the text. 

+Be able to communicate about various topics in a wide variety of tenses (past, present, future, 

conditional, subjunctive). 

+Be able to compose increasingly writings in French working toward accurate use of grammar 

and comprehensible communication of meaning. 

+Be able to read and listen to more complex texts in French, understand their meaning, and 

answer questions about their structure and content. 

+Internalize the grammatical structures that we encounter through daily study and work done 

inside and outside the classroom. 

 

Course Learning Outcomes: 

This course helps students: 

+Improve their reading skills in French 

+Improve their writing skills in French 

+Improve their command of spoken French 

 

Course Prerequisite 

C or higher in French 3 

 

Grading 

20% Participation/Preparation 

10% Homework  

10% Quizzes 

20% Chapter Tests 

15% Compositions 

15% Oral Interviews/Presentations 

10% Final Exam 

+1-3% Portfolio (optional) 

 

 



Participation/Preparation: 

All students are expected to participate in both routine exercises and more creative 

conversational activities. All material assigned for the next day must be thoroughly prepared the 

night before. It is expected that students will make every effort to use French in the classroom to 

respond to questions as well as to ask them. Do not be afraid ro make mistakes, as they are 

inevitable, and you learn from your mistakes. 

 

 

Homework: 

It is crucial that all homework be completed thoroughly and on time. The workbook will be 

online. When you complete the online homework exercises, be sure to refer to the blue pages in 

the textbook which explain the grammar that you are being tested on. Also, be sure to take care 

when inputting answers. Often, a question will be marked incorrect if an accent mark is missing. 

Finally, make sure that you successfully submit your answers. This should be self-evident, but 

please make sure that your answers are recorded in the system.  

 

Quizzes: 

There will be frequent quizzes at the beginning of class based on vocabulary and grammar on 

material covered during the previous class. Quizzes last around 5 minutes and will not always 

be announced in advance.  

 

Chapter Tests: 

There will be four written chapter tests. Each written test will consist of a written exam with a 

listening comprehension section. Success on these tests will depend on you paying attention, 

participating in class, doing your daily homework and studying. 

 

Interviews/Presentation: 

In addition to the chapter tests, each student will have two short oral interviews. These will be in 

the form of a relaxed conversation with the teacher to test your ability to communicate using the 

vocabulary and structures that you have studied. Finally, at the end of the semester, there will 

be a class presentation (essentially a short skit) lasting 5-7 minutes, which you will prepare with 

your classmates. More details will be shared with you by your teacher. 

 

Compositions: 

Over the course of the semester, you will complete three compositions which accurately 

incorporate the themes and grammar presented in the text. Compositions must be typed, 

double-spaced, and at least three five sentence paragraphs in length. They are to be done 

completely on your own, with no outside help. Translation software is strictly forbidden. 

Compositions will be graded on linguistic correctness and the creativity of the content, and it is 

essential that you thoroughly proofread your work before submitting it. Errors with spelling and 

gender are unacceptable from the start, as they can be easily avoided by using a French 

dictionary. Students will have the opportunity to hand in a first draft, from which they can make 

corrections and amendments based on the feedback form the teacher before submitting the 

final draft. 



 

Final Exam: 

The final exam is cumulative.  

 

Portfolio: 

The portfolio is optional but highly recommended. It’s a way for you to showcase your 

achievements in French over the course of the semester, and can increase your overall final 

percentage grade by up to 3% depending on how thoroughly it is completed. It should include 

two main parts: 1) elaboration and/or correction of your chapter tests and compositions. 2) a 

project relating to some aspect of French/Francophone culture which interests you, or a review 

of a French film.  

 

Student cheating and plagiarism: 

None of these will be tolerated in this class. Please note that the use of translation software is 

strictly forbidden.  

 

Tutoring/Problems: 

If you are having trouble with French, do not hesitate to arrange some one to one time with me 

for extra help. It is better to take care of any problems as soon as possible in order not to fall 

behind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


